In a different time, the young activists that died fighting for a better world, were never killed.
Instead, they sit around a table on a panel with other youth activists of various causes, allowing
their words to intertwine.
And these are the voices we listen to when choosing a leader of the free world.
From one end of the table, Isabel Cabanillas speaks about various ways to eliminate femicides in
Mexico and guarantee women and girls violence-free lives.
From another end, Greta Thunberg passionately discusses the science behind climate change and
demands answers as to why the leaders of the world continue to ignore the facts.
From yet another direction, Delmonte Johnson raises his voice in protest about gun violence
throughout the United States, demanding stricter gun safety laws in the country.
Lastly, from the other end of the table, Lehlogonolo Muthebhuli insists more attention be paid to
mental health in North Africa and a change be made to the healthcare system as a whole.
“Mexico and Juarez need to be provided with more investigators for cases of femicide,”
Cabanillas says.
“Some of the other women in our vocal feminist group were told by a prosecutor's office that
they had about 7,000 cases of sexual violence and only about 10 investigators for those cases and
that investigators constantly rotate.
This is simply unacceptable.”
“This is simply unacceptable,”
Thunberg says.
"For more than 30 years, the science has been crystal clear.
Yet you continue to look away and come here saying that you're doing enough, when the politics
and solutions needed are still nowhere in sight.
You say you hear us and that you understand, but I don’t believe that our words come close to
your consideration.
Please listen.”
“Please listen,”
Johnson speaks now with urgency in his voice.
“Every time you turn around, families are crying for their children, whose lives were taken away
just like that.

I work with others to reduce gun violence through youth employment and by improving access
to mental health treatment, but still, it feels that the world is not listening.
We, as youth, are disregarded for being children; in cases of enacting change,
young people are often left behind.”
“Young people are often left behind,”
says Lehlogonolo Muthebhuli,
“when it comes to accessing healthcare.
If you can’t afford medical aid, you have to rely on derisory public healthcare facilities, where
young people do not get the care they need.
Young women are judged when they ask for contraceptives, while mental health is not a priority.
Getting access to proper care is a long, arduous process.
This needs to change.”
To imagine a world such as this - where these are the voices towards which we turn our ears, and
these are the demands we strive to fulfill - is to dream of a brighter future.
In a different time,
this can be our reality.
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