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 As the world continuously moves towards a more modern, technology-driven society, the 
internet has become arguably the largest provider of information for American citizens. While 
the abundance of knowledge that online media contributes is advantageous, it also poses 
a problem: bias or invalid news. In order to help citizens determine which sources are valid 
and trustworthy, our country must put more of an emphasis on the importance of checking a 
source’s credibility and gathering information from various sites.

With all sorts of media coverage of politics in today’s society, ranging from the satire of Saturday 
Night Live to popular new shows and websites, it can be extremely difficult to decipher which 
sources provide accurate and objective information. However, there are some basic guidelines 
that citizens can follow to limit the chances of consuming “fake news”. According to the Harvard 
Summer School website, some tips for checking the validity of your news source include: 
establishing the credibility of the author and publisher, checking if the information can be found 
on other sites, and paying attention to the quality of the writing. When it comes to detecting 
bias, an organization called FAIR, which promotes the education of recognizing bias in the media, 
suggests that readers or viewers of news sources watch for loaded language, lack of context, 
and failure to correctly identify all sides to an argument or problem. In order to make sure all 
citizens are obtaining news from trustworthy sources, our nation must work towards promoting 
the importance of gathering information from multiple sites and looking out for bias in today’s 
media. 

Personally, I don’t support the use of the term “fake news” because it has mainly been used in 
President Trump’s attempt to defend himself against the media. I do not think that invalid or 
untrustworthy news sources should be called fake, but it’s important for us to recognize when 
the information we are getting is not correct or is biased. Due to the emphasis my parents and 
teachers put on always checking my sources and using multiple sites in order to confirm the 
accuracy of the information I plan to use, I believe I am able to detect a valid news source from 
an invalid one. 

  If “false claims [are] 70 percent more likely than the truth to be shared on Twitter”, then 
America needs to shift a greater focus towards how to deal with the widespread issue of 
misinformation (Lohr). In order to ensure that our citizens, myself included, are using valid 
and trustworthy news sources, we must emphasize the importance of gathering information 
from multiple sites and also provide more education on how to avoid bias in the media. While 
civilians, politicians, and even celebrities continue to push for Americans to use their democratic 
right to vote in congressional and presidential elections, there is an issue that we must deal with 
before we even begin to vote: making sure our nation is properly educated.


