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Not All News is Created Equal

Never before has it been more important for citizens to check the validity and trustworthiness of 
the news they consume. In 2015, Russian news factories were producing false articles, headlines, 
and propaganda to interfere with the U.S. presidential elections. “Russian Trolls” were working in 
factories trying to fulfill quotas by creating false headlines and social media accounts, all with the 
purpose to deface our democracy. With operations like this, citizens must take careful measures 
to ensure the news they consume is valid.

According to Christina Nagler of Harvard University, there are many factors involved in making 
fake news go viral: “...eye-popping headlines in our social media feeds make it easier for us to 
share content than evaluate or read it...”  With the click of a button, information can spread 
across the world, delivering rumor and half-truth as rapidly as fact. In the age of the internet, 
citizens are so used to having access to everything at their fingertips, that people aren’t skeptical, 
thoughtful, or concerned about the news they consume. People read headlines because they 
are expecting easy delivery of their news. Online, people can check and compare prices of items, 
but they don’t bother to check the veracity of their news because today’s readers tend to have a 
shorter attention span.

There are many steps citizens can take to ensure that the news they read is trustworthy and 
accurate. First, citizens should check the source and the author. For example, if someone 
found an article on the University of Chicago website written by a professor, the information is 
most likely accurate, though not necessarily free of bias. With the internet, anyone can make 
themselves look professional, and they do, which makes it all the more important to dig deeper 
into an article. Second, there are organizations including FactCheck.org, snopes.com, and many 
others that are dedicated to help stop the spread of fake news, so if someone were to question 
the credibility of a website, they could always use an organization like FactCheck to help. Lastly, 
patience is key. In our society, instant gratification is so important that people simply read a 
news headline and are satisfied, instead of reading the article.

Fake news is not just a twenty-first century phenomenon; Hitler and Stalin spread fake news. 
However, the problem with fake news today is that through the internet, consumers are being 
served false accounts on a silver platter, and they are “eating” it up. According to a report 
conducted by Common Sense Media, less than half of the kids they questioned don’t know 
how to tell the difference between real and fake news. Most of the time I can tell what is and is 
not fake news, but when there are Russians whose jobs it is to deliberately create inaccurate 
headlines, it becomes more and more difficult to believe what I read.

With the internet emerging as media’s new market place, not all goods are created equally.
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